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qraFy  gqeandl  frfgawe@eh Sa,
g  gEgAqadd  gacEEEadE 6ao
NGIELE R SHPEEEEIRIGEIRIC TN
& wift ww g gEY  Aqulaaetaa: us

qEATATIE ww fyzay | oawq: & 9,
&4 3afq doat 7 fwad awes & o|g O )
Ty &fodd q= faed  awEm SEer g,
oygw fa qar @ faxfad @ wfga: @ faaue

graeaifgaE ga 5@ 9w 5 1 afe-
geqravgfeasft g=o wfud wamfted g @0
FarEr  aafg & AdsAgld@l gREAQHiEd,
err: faeg WiA  UEEER GATENE WA URe

qe &4 gfaa: qufa T ,
Hral FarEiagees AATAAES |
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At fode ggfaafad @for AFERITH 1R
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T aq saurETafT EREICE

ARATIREAT SIGAIEC G AT |
qigafasggfa |, a IFATSIE,
qrey aHg RGIELEY fagra ugR
[ ]
AT AAGI-HIZTAT AT~ '
faz=afa fa=mi TIIATET qeia: |
afegugfard SiED HaEal-
) Ty fagar FITITGIN 1193
®
wafaafaaaseararfate Faed,
Fgfug FOM  eagEar stgfa: |
ggafx | fafaaAsTeTiaaey,

&97 g T O FERA ¥

TR wwwadd geaxad:  SATEERT Q,
FOEMRTT  GROT A FW: FWT QIR |
et | @ Radiafad) vl warg o aq, -
TR fefledafad ddEw oo 3 oty
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feqasiraredd [EEC L EUAREEIE 1
gad  Aar frramgmgfmt saag
FAGEIX  Faq A AR dsagfaal,
qEry @sgem:  afmfd wfd g osEw gk
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g w  fefaegdr ogeEmE o g
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fe™ qRewnE W agaw  faswara ugs

FFQAIARIAGIHATAGAR faggaatia |
sefafgaeite faaman gumfaiqrad sgifa [@uge

fromaramadsafa  gfoadwatwtn o)
faaafa afaarzesdsiarrag |l waT™ | 491 q@m@Ear (IR0
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CHIMANI CARITAM
AN STUDY
BY
Professor N. A. Gore, M. A,

Although two manuscripts of the Cimani-carita were disco-
vered more than fifty years ago® and were lying in the Govern-
ment Manuscripts. Library first at the Deccan College and
subsequently at the Bhandarkar O. R. Institute, Poona, the
work prominently came to the notice of scholars for the first
time only in 1928 when Prof. P. K. Gode, M. A. wrote a
short note on it in the Annals of the B, O, R, Institute, Vol, IX,
pp- 331-332. In this Note he pointed out that the correct date
of composition of this romantic poem was Samvat 1712 i. e.
A. D. 1656, and not Samvat 1471 ie. A. D, 1414 as suggested
by Dr. Peterson who emended the words #fgegizgfadst in
the verse (No. 106) at the end of the Ms. discovered by him?
to AZIgAE. In 1941, Prof. Gode wrote another Paper® on

1. Catalogus Catalogorum II (1896 A. D.)—fastafa
by §qFS son of IEH, Peters 4.26, Extr, 23,
Rgb. 357.

e 2, i. e. No. 698 of A Fourth Report of Operations in search
of Sk: Mss. April 1886 —March 1892, By Prof. P.
Peterson, Bombay 1894, p. 26,

3. In The Poona Orientalist Vol. VI (1941), pp. 149-158,
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the “‘Historical Background of the Cimini-carita’”’ and showed
on the testimony of some inscriptions in Nasik and other Persian
sources that aagfata"r@m'(verse 2 etc.) gafag (66-70) and
s%X (66) mentioned in the Cimani-carita were historical
personages who lived in the Seventeenth Centuary A. D. In
this second Paper, Prof. Gode had announced his intention of
publishing in the text of this poem in collaboration with his
friend Dr. Har Datt Sharma. But unfortunately Dr. Sharma
digd on 11th September 1942 and the edition could not be
published, After some time, Prof. Gode kindly allowed me to
edit the poem and secured for me two more Mss. of it. I offer
my grateful thanks to Prof. Gode for giving me the opportu-

nity of editing this important literary work.

MANUSCRIPT MATERIAL

This edition is based on the following four Mss, and these
are the only Mss. of the work known to be extant so far.

A :—No. 3017 in the Anup Sanskrit Library, Bikaner,"
As the Mss. in the Library are not lent out, a transcript of
the original Ms. was used for this edition. Shri K. M. K,
Sarma, the Curator of the Library supplies the following des-
cription of the origional Ms,~—Paper; 12 folios; 10 in. x 4 in;
8 lines per page; Devanagari script; old} in good condition;
fairly well-written in a large bold hand; the first and last pages’
left blank except the title which is written on both of them. Some

1. Catalogue of the Anup Sk. Lib., Fas; III, Bikaner, 1947,
P 225
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notes by a different hand are found. The title in an abbre-
viated form viz. fa. 9. is written in the left hand inthe margin
of each page and V¥ in the right hand one. This Ms. was
copied in Samvat 1726 i. e. A. D: 1669-1670 i.e. within fifteen
years after the date of composition of the Poem,

B:—-1 Govt. Collection of Mss. at the Bhandarkar O. R.
Institute, No. 357 of 1884-1887. The Ms. is thus described
by Dr. Bhandarkar; —[ Paper ]. No. 357. faudt-afxa ftasvs.
8 leaves, 27 lines. on each page. 17 letters in each
line, Samvat 1764 [i.e. A. D.1707-1708] complete Con-
tinuous with rAEwa®, No. 320. An interesting feature of this
Ms. is that unlike the generality of Mss. it is written breadth-
wise. -

C:—2 Govt, coliection of Mss. at the B.O.R. Institute, No.
698 of 1886-1892. According to Dr, Peterson’s description it
consists of 10 folios : 16 lines per page and 40 letters in a
line. Samvat 1800 [i.e. 1743-1744 A.D.] wraaifaama@ in
Hindi of ZAUT is the other work in this Ms*

D :~—-Nathadvara Ms. I have used only a transcript of
this Ms. No description of the Ms. is available to me,

1: Report on the search for Sk. Mss: in the Bom. Pres,
during 1884-1887, by Dr. R. G: Bhandarkar, Bombay,
1887, p. 50.

2: A Fourth Report of Operations in search of Ski Mss.~
April-1886-March 1892; By Prof. P, Peterson Bombay,
1894, p. 26.
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GROUPINQ OF MSS.

A careful study of these four Mss. would reveal that they
fall into two groups viz. A. C; and B, D', Though a Ms. in
one group at times agre;:s with those in the other, e. g. qiT—
B, C. D. against &7 of A {39), &iFfT—A, B against @Fd of
G, D (8), waafg-B, C, D against 519g3fz of A (76), the
agreement does not disturb the giouping made above.

THE STORY

A muslim nobleman named ‘Mukhbalisa’ had a davghter
‘Cimani’ by name. He gave her in marriage to ‘Japhara’ the
eldest son of his younger brother ‘Alabaviradikbana’. A very
handsome young Brahmin named ‘Dayadevasarman’ came to
Alahaviradikhana and remained as his protege and was given
the work of imparting instruction to the young maidens in the
harem like Manika and other, and to prevent the growth of

—

1. Eg. A, C. B, D. No. ot stanza
frad =fed 6a
ared: (16)arfa: (17) atfia (16)aId :(17) i e. transposition

of two verses.

SHIREAT, SAIEAT  STIEAT 29 b
axl a gseaT E6aAl 41 d
fo safwfafes & Qafaefas 49 ¢
FIATT TAT FAFT JAT 52 ¢
G D) 74 a
fast fa . 87d
T4 @9 99§16 90 d .
FCIED) RGBT 102 ¢
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undesirable intimacy between the teacher and his fair pupils,
one ‘Anisa’ was appointed to keep watch ever them. But in
spite of him, the ladies came under the influence of the charm
of their teacher's attractive personality and resorted to various
ruses to attract his attention and to get the pleasure of the touch
of his hand. Verses 7-15 graphically describe why this tution
was bound to fail and verses 16—=50 vividly bring out the suffer-
ing of the ladies during separation at night from their hand-
some' teacher and their longing to meet him the next day,

One day Cimani happened to look at Dayadeva from the
window of her mansion and she too fell in love with him.
With the help of Anisa who was a willing go—between she
secured the ‘pravaraka’ or the upper—garment of Dayadeva
and Manika also agreed to help her and handed over to
Dayadeva the betal containing four pearls which Cimani gave
her for him. Having come to know from Manika Cimani's
ardent love for himself, Dayadeva, on his part, gave her a
necklace of beads of Amber for being conveyed to his beloved.
Cimani then managed to meet Dayadeva in the house of
Anisa and this was a prelude of many such meetings between
these young lovers who cared not for the difference of their
religious, inequality of their worldly position or the illegitimaey
of their love

APPRECIATON

As this summary will show, the story is a simple one and
it"develops without a clash of interests or a conflict of contras-
ted wills. Jtisa recital of a secret love-affair between the

%2
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daughter-in-law of a muslim nobleman and bandsome young
Brahmin teacher of ladies in the harem. The poem falis into
two parts of fifty verses each. The heroine is introduced only
in verse 51 and the first part deals exclusively with the attra-
ction of the fair pupils for their fair-looking youthful teacher and
heir plight in separation from him and is devoted to the deve-
lopment of the ‘Vipralambha Srngara. In the second part
showing the dclineation of sambhoga sringara also Dayadeva
does not take the initiative in the romantic love—affair, though
he is quite willing to respond to overtures of love made by the
beautiful lady. The lovers in yeilding to the impulse of love
do not seem to be worried about the illegitimacy of their love
or the fear of the possible consequences that would follow the
discovery of their stolen love-affair. The poem is not written
sto show the punishment that follows illicit love-affair. As
remarked by Prof. Gode,! ‘‘the poem seems to be a true story
based on a contemporary love-affair developed in the harem
of Allaha Vardi Khan Turkman "’

This plain incident has been made highly interesting by
Nilakantha by the employment of poetic conceits, figures of
speech and a remarkable commond over vocabulary and metre,
In the very opening verse he brings home to us the
qualities of the hero; he was strikingly handsome (see also V.,
35) and at the same time very learned. The development of
the story to the inevitable result is foreshadowed skilfully in

1. Prof. Gode, “Historical Background of Cimani-Carita;”’
Poona Qrientalist, VI, 154.
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verse ¥ ( Faral fﬂ'sr:,..fﬂgr' G| ) The tricks of the ladies to
attract the attention of their teacher are cleverly described. He
pretended punish them but was himself claimed as his victim
by god of Love (v. 10). The comparison of the ladies in love
free from mutual jealosies to a ‘Jivanmukta’ is stricking because
it is so unexpected. The description of the plight of the ladies
in separation is given in the usual manner. The correct use
of QIAIT in V. 24 and the %39 on §& in V, 27 should be

noted. The poetic fancy on the spot of the moon is striking
on account of its freshness. In their separation the ladies

cannot even place their lover in their heart for it is heated by
the scorching rays of the moon from without and pierced by
the arrows of cupid. Fortunate indeed are the lotuses who can
hold their lover the bee close to their heart and cover him up
with their arms in the form of their petals (V. 32). The mytho-
logical accountof the Vindhya growing up to block the way
of the sun is alluded to in V. 34, The use of the words afT in
V. 39, of &rFaz in V. 71 and f&g and wgtdr@  in V. 86 deserves
notice The poetic conceit on the crest of the cock is very intere-
sting and original. The alliteration in vv. 44, 45 and 46 cd is
very apt as it is used to echo the cawing of the crows. The
practice of giving the @Fga=TET or HEY at the beginning and
the end of the lesson should be noted (vv. 49 and 21 respecti-
vely); v. 50 mentions IAITEIfAEY as leading to Sitargfn !
The conversation between Cimani and Anisa in vv. 57, 58 and
.betwcen Cimani and Manika in vv, 63.-65. is skilfully handled.

The vv. 90 and 91 aie based on the implied comparison of
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the &7 with the farg. (For a similar idea cf. Faay: AEATEAT-
Y AT | YT FEg gereq FeEger wigsafy u gwrfeaa-
Arogrmy, (6th ed. p. 277, v. 250). The arar #Afq: of F19 is
well described in v, 96. The description of the fagaw Fisy
in terms of a sacrifice is quite original, Thus the poet has
suceessfully delineated the sentiment of Love and his claim
that not a sentence is this Cimanicarita is devoid of ‘rasa’ is
quite justified and he deserves great credit for having created

such an interesting poem art of a simple incident of a secret

love-affair,
METRICAL ANALYSIS
The one hundred and six verses in this poem are written in

nine different metres of which the Mandakranta is the dominant
one; the first 96 stanzas are in this meter. All the metres of
the Cimani-carita are indicated below in the alphabetical order
and the numbers of the verses which are written in them are

shown in brackets just after them.

Igiiifa (106) wifadt (101)
Suifa (104,105) Faeafaaat (103)
wRETRIT (1-96) faanfirt (102)

wreafamifea (97)
ferafwolt (98, 99)
gt (100)
THE DATE OF THE POEM
Nilakantha has himself furnished the exact date of composi-
tion of the poem in the concluding stanza, viz.—

fafergrirgfadssasfoma  fasaifaearg | ‘
o fraveaesfaveaty s o

£y



Now fafgy=the sun= 12; gfﬂ =7 and g =1 and. follo-
wing the rule @gmi aar afa: we get Samvat 1712 as the
date of composition corresponding® to A. D. 1655, The poet
that he dedicated the poem to Siva on the Sivaratri day it is
reasonable to believe that he finished it on that day and placed
it at the feet of Siva on the same day, before showing it to others
or to use modern terminology, before anpouncing its publication
to others. This would give us the exact day and the month
of its composition.

. THE AUTHOR AND HIS WORKS

From vv. 104 and 105, we get the following information

about our author.

Nilakantha's surname was Sukia and he was the son of
Janardana and Hira,® who was a daughter of one Vatasacarya,
In poetics of alnkarasastra he was a pupil of Bhatta Sri

1. When a work is written in or after Kartika it is more
correct to deduct 57 from the Samvat year to get the
corresponding year in Christian Era.

2. Cf. QFEATAYAl  TAEEE dfe
srEaEaRTe: wEAfadifEasaT: \
erevescsesem aopens e qgf’q mm |

...... a-a-: u

fraert fraeafAwsaETa AAAFTSH 1
In the colophon of W&RWIHAT (B.0:. R.I. Ms. No. 183 of
1882-1883). Quoted from Prof. Gode's Paper on Bhattoji Diksita,
Annals of Sri Ven O, Inst. Tirupati, Vol 1, p. 122,



Mandan; and in Grammar of Bhattoji Diksua. In the Colophon
to the wsamIAT he calls himself a 99 and both the fagtafig
and the TeEWINT were - dedicated to Siva on the fagufy day
from which it is evident that he was an ardent devotee of Lord
Siva from v. 103 of the fandiafta it appears that he wasa
great admirer of Wayfd.

So far-we kmow only two works of' Nilakantha viz., the
Chimanicarita and the Sabdaso ha. But the anthology Sabhya+
lankarana of Govindajit quotes® 10 verses from our author out
of which only one’ verse 'is from the ‘Cimanicarita (No. 99),
The remaining nine verses must have been taken either from
the Sabdasobha or other works of our author.

The Sabdasobha was composed? in 1637 A, D, and the
Cimani-carita in A. D, 1655, Therefore 1630-1660 A. D. may
be tentatively fixed as the period of literary activity of qu'

poet, - . .

/

"R

1. Prof Goda, Date of, Sabhyanfankarana élc., New Ind.
. Ant. Vol, IV (1942) 366-369.

2. See Prof, Gode s Paper on Bhattojx Diksita refcrrqd
to above.
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THE HISTORIGAL BACKGROUND OF THE
CIMANI-CARITA
P. K. GODE
°
Mx:. Q.M. Moneer! has recently published three Persian
inscriptions? of Allaba Virdi Khan Turkman from the ancient
hill-forts in the Nasik District of the Bombay Presidency: They
are engraved on rocks in the Satmala ranges on which are erected

the ancient forts of Indra'i, Chandor and Dhodap. They were

“inscribed in the name of and very probably at the instance of
Allaha Vardi Khan himself, who conquered not only the forts
inthe same area, which are mentioned by name in two of
these inscriptions. Allaha Vardi Khan Turkman of the inscrip-
tions claimed descent from a Sovereignof Central Asia of the
name Sultan Sanjar (A. D. 1086~1157,. The chronology of
Allha Vardi Khan's life as recorded by Mr. Moneer {on p. 9)
is.as follows :— <

] ' '
A. D. ] + Particulars. AVK = Allaha Vardi Khan

l

1606-1627 | ~AVK came to India. Through his brother Mukhlis
| Khan, already companion to Prince Parviz AVK
| was persented at the Court of Emperor Jahangir,

1626 | —AVK, appomted Supeuntcndent of huntmg
| excursions,



A.D.

Particulars AVKe==Allaha Vardi Khan

1627 | —AVK, attaghed to Mahabat Khan, Khan Khanan

| for active service in the field.

1636 | —AVK appointed Warden of Lucknow, Muttra,
| and Delhi in succession.

1653

1657

—

~—AVK accompanied Dara Shukoh for the capture
of Qandhar from the king of Persia.

—Shah Jahan deprives AVK of his title and rank
but assigns to him the revenues of Shankarpur
paragana as pension. ‘
—AVK re—employed in charge of Ellichpur and
later made Governor of Berar,

~—AVK, involved in a misunderstanding and
recalled and confined to his own house at Delhi.
—Re~employed as adiministrator of Jaunpur and
later made Governor of Bihar.

—AVK, unwilling to oppose Shah Shuja, retired
to Benares, where Shuja persuaded him to join
his cause. When Shuja set out from Benares AVK
changed his mind and with all his adherents retu-
rned to Benares and shut himself up in his house.
Shuja returned and by false means got hold of
AVK and hisson Saifullah, The father and the son
were then paraded on elephant’s back through
the city of Benares and put to death.

The above history of AVK’s career at Mughal Court as
recorded by Mr. Monecer shows AVK'’s importance at the
Imperial Court, though unfortunately it bad a sad end. Tkis
history is based on contemporary Persian Chronicles. I propose
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to record in this paper some interesting information about the
household affairs of AVK as revealed in a Sanskrit poem called
Cimani-carita®, composed by Nilakantha Sukla in A, D, 1656,
1 shall prove in a special paper, that this author is identical
with Nilakantha Sukla, a pupil of Bl;attoji Diksit, who composed
a grammatical work called the Sabda—Sobha in A, D, 16374.
From these dates of the works of Nilakantha Sukla it is clear
that he was a contemporary of AVK. This contemporaneity
coupled with the contact of AVK between A. D. 1656 and
1657 with the city of Benares, where AVK and his son met
their sad eund, leads me to infer that -Benares pandits must have
been well aware of the life-history of AVK then current in
Benares academic circles which were in the favour of Dara
Shukoh, who met his death almost in the same manner in
which AVK and his son were put to death' by Dara’s brother
Shuja, My inference further gets supports from the contact of
Dara with AVK in A, D. 1653, in which year AVK accom-
panied Dara to Qandhar to capture that city from the King of
Persia. It is thus possible to suppose that Nilakantha Sukla
residing at Benares and composing his wroks in A D. 1637 and
1656 must have been fully aware of the personal history of
AVK through some pandits of Benares in direct contact with
Dara Shukoh. If this position is accepted we can easily explain
how Nilakantha Sukla composed his poem Cimaniscarita (in

A D. 1656 i.e. one year before the death of AVK at Benares)
in which a Muslim noble of the name “sagfadtar’”’ is actually
fnentioned, n fact this romantic poem is based on a contempo-

LT



rary scahdal developed in the harem of Allaha Virdi Khan
mentioned in the poem: I am of opinion that the Muslim noble
“grgfadtera” of Cimani-caritais identical with Allahx Vardi
Khan of the inscriptions dated A, D. 1636, in which year
Nilakantha composed his' work at Benares called the Sabdasobha.
Before I mention my points of identity it is necessary to give
. the reader an idea of the contents of this short poem called
the Cimani-carita in which Cimani® is the heroine belonging to
the harem of this Muslim noble. Her relation to Allaha Virdi
Khan is clear from the following stanza (52) of the poem :—

R I RIS ERHERCIRR LT EE G I

aid Adgfa @ISASYA I TEI |

atar @tta swifa faadlerreat at qars,

R HIT qARIAT g7 1%

Cimani was, therefore, the daughter of the elder ‘brother of
Alabha Virdi Khan and at the same time his daughtcf-in-law,
being the wife of his eldest son. Her romantic love with
Dayadeva mentioned in the above stanza is the theme of the
poem. In Stanza®’ Dayadeva Sarma is introdu:{ed as a hand-
some youth. In St? his heauty and youth are described as
bewitching to the ladies of the harem of Alaha Virdi Khan,
Dayadeva approached the Khan for some employment and was
appointed as a tutor to the ladies of his harem (St. 3). The
Khan ordered an old lady of the name Manika to attend

durmg the time of instruction imparted to the young ladies
, (St. 4). Further as a precaution against the possxblhty of any
workings of the Gupid in the harem, consequent upon such factors

ve



ias§ the beauty and youth of the ladies, the presence of a’ Brahmin
guru of a youthful age and the privacy of the harem, the Khan
appointed a Chamberlain of the name Anisa to keep a watch
during the time of the lessons (St. 5-6) But these arrange-
ments of the Khan proved futile and the Chamberlain Anisa
proved of no avail in prevcn“tmg the mischievous activities'of
the God of Love (St.7). The poet then describes the&e"‘ti@kings
of the Gupid in a charming manner.: In Stanza 52 we are intro-
duced to the heroine of the poem viz. Cimani the daugther of
the €lder brother of Allaha Virdi Khan, who was at the'same
time the wife of the eldest son of this Khan. Cimani.falls-in
love with Dayadeva Sarma and the poet describes their course
of love in the latter half of the poem. In St. 67 we find two names
gafag and WHEHT A1AT or the house of Jafar (Kilan). Mukh-
lis® was the elder brother of Allaha Virdi Khan while Jafar?
was the name of Cimani’s husband. Mukhlis is again referred
to in St. 71 by the poct.
Jafar mentioned in the Cimani-carita (St. 67) must be

distinguished from Jafar Khan (mentioned by Bernier)® who
was the Prime Minister of Aurangzeb. Bernier? refers to the
perfidy of one Allah-virdi-khan with Sultan Sujah. This Khan

may be identical with AVK of the Clmam-canta and of Mr.
Moneer's inscriptions of A.'D. 1636.
The love between Cimani and Dayadeva"" developed inten.

sely in course of time but Cimani was curious to know if
Dayadeva was really a Hindu :—

“fegg ¥ awfe gad $A U SidueEn
“ wegsfy & s9ufd qar gaumiEa nsg”
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Dayadeva replied that he was a Brahmin and showed her
his Yajnopavita (sacrcd thread).
“fasiisg o Sroraagel Jsfag 7 aa”
Cimani said :— .
v gam: gl ag | ana qarfe aean 1
Dayadeva :—
‘egeaTgd  gqafy SRR
fasisg aq wafa 93a: ox7 aNTAG wso”
The two lovers passed their time happily as stated in St.101
which concludes the romantic poem =
“yrgfaraafirse” sgamd B,
feafy 9 Fada sOVEEIER |

gaqafaags Sifed wEaErs—
fefa fafqafaamdataufn sadig: ngoy”

The poet is conscious of the beauty of this romantic poem
as depicted by him :—

“7q @7 § §ga<: garfafy faoffandisfdiad
fradrafcd <@ a9 39 99 799 59 140R”

The poem seems to be a true story based on a contemporary
love affair developed in the harem of Allaha Vardi Khan Tutke
man; Whether any echo of this love story is found in Persian
sources' I cannot say at present as I am not conversant with
these sources. With a view to help further investigation of this
story I represent its historical background with the persons

@

concerned in it as follows (—
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Brother

I
Mukhlis Khan
| (1606-1627 A. D.)

Allaha Vardi Khan

Daughter

(in love with

gaqrRy At )

married Jafar
(died A. D. 1669)

(1606~1659 A. D.)
|

(S
Saifullah
(died A. D, 1657)

The following table will show persons identified by me on
the strength of Cimani-carita and other sources :——

Cimani-carita = CC
(A.D. 1656)

Persian Sources ( =P)
and Nasik Inscriptions ( =N)

(l) Allaha Virdi Khan called
TRASBTEI, F379MT in
CC.

(2) Cimani is called “&«Z-
favdisAssaeal: agT ‘and
Fregfadisarsgan: Wt
(in CC. St. 52).

(3\ Mukhlis ( mentiond in
CC. Stanza 67, 71).

(4) Jafar (mentioned in CC.
St 67).

(1) Allaha Virdi Khan
Turkman (N and P)

(3) Mukhlis Khan (P)
companion to Prince
Parviz (1606-1629 A.D.)

(4) Jafar Khan, son of AVK
(Beale): Bernier refers to
Jafar but not by name

—
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The occurrence of the names Alah Virdi Khan Mukhlis,
and Jafar in the Cimani-carita composed in A. D. 1656 by a
pupil of Bhattoji Diksita and their identification in other
sources dealing with the. hfe-hlsory of Allaha Vardi Khan Turk-
man is not a mere comcxdence. We are, 1hercfore fully justi-
fied ‘m* presuming that the author of this romantic poem was
in full knowledge of the love affair of the daughter-in-law, of
the celebrated Muslim noble of Shah Jahan's Court. It appears
that thisMuslim noble who employed a Brahmin tutor for the
ladies of his hovsehold may have patronised another Pandit of
" the name Lal Bihari®® who is the author of a Persian version of
Mitaksara comgosed in A. D, 1657 or so. v
As the poem Cimani-carita is not a historical kavya we
cannot expect any history in it pertaining to the careers of the
members of the family of Allah Vardi Khan. In the foregoing
study, I have used two rare Manuscripts of the poem in the
Govt. Mss. Library at the B. O. R. Institute viz. No. 357 of
1884-87 and No. 698 of 1886-92. One of these Mss., is dated
Samvat 1764 = A.D. 1708 which the other is dated Samvat
1800 = A.D. 1744. 1 propose to publish the text of this poem
after some time in collatoration with my friend Dr. Har Datt
Sharma. 1 read the Mss. of this poem about 15 years ago but
1 could not then determine with certainty its historica;l.back-
ground. Comtemporary kavyas, though not exactlty of the
historical type, have a: value ' of their own in giving to the
history of a period that colour which is sometimes lacking
in the dynastic and political history of the same period. Poetry *
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as areflection of contemporary life cannot fail to enrich the
cultural history of a period, provided we are able to penetrate
the gossamer of the poet’s idealized narration and plant our
feet on the terra firma of historical truth. I feel confident
that close students of the Persian’ sources of the Mughal period
will throw more light on subject of this paper than what I
have been able to do by presenting some new material ',reéar-
ding the household affairs of Allah Virdi Khan Turkman.

The Oriental Biographical Dictionary by Thomas
William ¢Beale (London, 1894), p. 47 contains biographies of
three persons of the name Alahwirdi Khan.(or more correctly
Ilah wirdi Khan). Two of these persons . are montioned in
Cimani-carita as Alaha Virdi Khan and Jafar respectively.
Their biographies as given by Beale may be recorded here :—
R | 1) “Alah Wirdi Khan-a nobleman of the reign of Emperor
. Jahangir. He was raised to . the rank of 5000 in the time of
Shah Jahan and held several offices of importance. He was
appointed Governor of Patna and espoused the cause of Sultan
Shuja, brother of Aurangzeb A. D. 1558 (A. H. 1068) and
after the defeat of Shuja accompanied him to Bengal where he
was slain ' together with his son Saifullah, by order of that
prince in July A.D. 1659 (Zil-qa’ da A. H. 1069).”

(2) “Alahwirdi Khan, or more correctly Ilahw1rd1 Khan,

title of Jafar Khan, the son of Tlahwirdi Khan the first. He was
raised to the rank of an Amir by Alamgir with the title of
Tlahwirdi Khan ‘Alamgir-Shahi.’ He was appointed Subadar
of Allahabad where he died in A.D. 1669 (A. H. 1079). He
was an excellent poet and has left a Diwan.”

C}



The data recorded in this paper amply proves that the
poem Cimani-carita is based on a true story of the love affair
of the daughter—in-law of Allahvardi Khan Turkman. The
chronology pertaining to the author of the poem and the
historical persons connected with the poem may be represented

as follows

to enable the students of Persian sources of the

Mlﬁbbal history to trace, it possible, any references to this
love affair in these sources say between A. D. 1620 and

1660 :—
A.D Particulars
AVK = Allaha Virdi Khan Turkman.
NS = Nilakantha Sukla.
1606-1627 | AVK came to India and was presented to the
Mughal Court through his brother Mukhlis Khan.
1626 | AVK made Superintendent of hunting cxcursions.
1627 | AVK attached to Mahabat Khan for service in
the field.
1636 | AVK conquers Nasik forts (according to inscript-
ions ).
1637 | NS composed his work on grammar called the
Sabdasobha.
1653 | AVK accompanied Dara Shukoh to Persia for the
capture of Qandhar.
1656 | NS composed Cimani-carita which mentions Alla

Vardi Khan, Mukhlis, Jafar.

1657 | AVK was captured by Shuja at his house in

1659

Benares and put to death along with his son Saj-
fullah for faithlessness.

According to Beale AVK and his son Saifullah
were slain in Bengal by order of Shuja.
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(1659 | Aurangzeb raises Jafar Khan to the rank of an
| Amir. (Beale)

1669 | Death of Jafar Khan at Allahabad, where he
was Subadar.

In the present paper I have presumed that Jafar K.l&an,
the son of AVK was the husband of, Cimani, the heroine of
the Cimani-carita. Jafar Khan's brother Saifullah and his father
AVK were slain by Sultan Shuja either in A. D. 1657 at
Benares or in A. D. 1659 in Bengal. Jafar died in A. D. 1669
ie. about 10 or 12 years after the death of his father and
brother. He was in the favour of Aurangzeb. The Cimani-
Carita describes the love of Cimani with the Brahmin’ tutor
Dayadeva Sarma but we have no information in this romantic
poem about the relation of Jafar with Cimani subsequent to
her clandestine love with her tutor. The Cimani-carita reminds
us of Tennyson's Launcelot and Guenever.

©
FOOTNOTES

1. Epi. Indo—Moslemica (1937-38)pp- 713.

2. Ibid. Vide Plate 1V—(a) at Chandor, dated 20th March,
1636 (b) at Indrai (in the Chander Taluka) dated
24th March, 1636, V (a)-—at Dhodap (in Kalvan Taluka)
dated, 29th June__1636- Mr. Moneer states (p. 13) that
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“barring a few minor variations the details embodied in
them (inscriptions) are faithfully corraborated by the rele-
vant contemporary Chronicles of the reign of Shah Jahan,
which were being registered at a great distance from the
scgne of the occurrences mentioned in these inscriptions.”
3. ' Vide my paper on the date of Cimani-carita in Am"lals‘
t (B.O R. Institute) Vol. IX, pp. 331-332. L

4, Vide Annals (Tirupati Insiitute) Vol. I, Pt. 2, page 122
of my Paper on the date of Bhattoji Diksita.

5. The name Cimaniis often found in the Deccan as the

" name'of a woman. Perhaps the heroine Cimani may have |
been a Hindu lady admitedin to the Muslim harem and
then converted to Muslim faith The sojourn of Allah Vardi |

'Khan in the Deccan'in A.D. 1636 for conquering the forts

in the Nasik District may explain the Maratha name
“Cimani”’ of our heroine, ‘Cimani”’ means a sparrow and
by metaphor is applied to young ladies as a pet name;

6. 1In the account of AVK given by Mr. Moneer we are told
that Mukhlis Khan was the brother of AVK. This brother
was companion to Prince Parviz between A. D. 1606 and
1627. Through Mukhlis Khan AVK was presented at the
Court of Jahangir. It seems that Cimani the heroine of
the Cimani-carita was the daughter of this Mukhlis Khan'
mentioned by our poet.

7. Vide p. 186 of Bernier's Travels (1656-1668), Constable,

- London, 1891—Among Partisans of Aurangzeb Bernier
mentions “‘the son of that Allah-vardikhan, whose advice

~
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cost Sultan Sujah the battle of Kadjoue, was made Governor
of Samdy.”" The Editor remarks “Jafar Khan, appoiated
Subadar of Allahabad, where he died in 1669 (Beale)” and
identifies the son of AVK with Jafar Khan. If this identi-
fication is correct the Jafar of Cimani-carita was the s(n of
AVK, husband of GCimani, and the son-in-law of AVK's
brother Mukhlis Khan. The love of Cimani with a Brahmin
youth Dayadeva, was of course an extramerital affair,
8. Vide Bernier's Travels p 271 —Footnote 4—‘‘Jafar Khan
" entitled Umdat-ul-Mulk was appointed Prime Minister by
Aurangzeb (Alamgir) in'1662 and died in 1670 at Delhi,
He was the son of Sadik Khan, a cousin of Nur Jahan,

who had married one of her sisters herce his kinship to
Aurangeb.”

9. Ibid, p. 77—footnote 1—‘'Aliwardi Khan, Governor of
Patna, who espoused the cause of Sultan Sujah, whom he
followed to Bengal, where he was killd in July 1659.”" Cf.
Mr. Moneer’s account of AVK's life where AVK is said
to have been put to death in A. D. 1657 at Benares (Epi.)

1nd. Moslemica-—1937-38, p. 9. Did AVK diein A. D. 1657
or 1659 ?

10. Vide p. 228 of Archacological Survey of India (1929-30)
where Mr, Moneer has written a note on the Persian version
of the Mitakshara. May I request Mr. Moneer to examine

the possible identity of Allahvardi, patron of Lal Behari
with Allaavrdi Khan Turkman ?

*11. The Cimani-carita, a depicting the love of a Muslim girl for a
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Brahmin tutor, reminds us of (1) Jagannatha Panditraya and
his yavani and (2) Lolimbaraja and his Ratnakala. Jaga-
nnatha flourished in the middle of the 17th century while
Lolimbaraja lived during the last quarter of the 16th

entury (Vide my Paper on Lolimbaraja and his works—
Indian Culture, Vol. V1I, No. 3, pp. 327 ff.
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